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LOVE and INNOCENCE. 


ACT I SCENE I. 


Enter Alexis, Merryfield, Strephon, and a Num- 
es of Shepherds and Shepherdaſſs, + + 


A I R- I, 
ALEXIS. 
10 
* „ pn rural delights are untinctur d with 
O 
We ck ſelieity taſte ; 
Tor pleaſure or pain only ſpring from 
On them is our happineſs plac d. 
CHORUS. 


Ambition and Pride are not known on the plain, 
Where native Good- humour and Innocence reign. 


B 11. 


4 
OY 
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z LOVE AU INNOCENCE, 


| "ud a | 
Contentment and Peace here their reſidence take, 
Our flocks with delight we attend ; 
No envy we feel, but endeavour to make 
Our bliſs to each other extend, 


CHORUS.” 
For Friendſhip and Love ſtill delight to remain 
Where native Good-humour and Innocence reign, 
111. 
Our limited wiſhes no higher would ſoar, 
We never repine at our lot: 


Tho' humble our ſtate, we need aſk' for no more, 
When happy with what we have got. 


CHORUS, 


Let great ones then envy the joys of the plain, 
Where native Good-humour and Honeſty reign. 


MERRVYFIE Lo. 


And that they do full oft 'tween you and I, 
| The yoke of grandeur ſets uneaſily: 

It often galls and frets them as I hear, 

And, like the honey'd bee, a ſting doth bear. 


AIR. 


Mi ip " 
CY Ss 


* 


LOVE AND INNOCENCE. 1 
AIR II. 
A Ste: 
When I was a young man! long d 
To know what the world was a doing, 
To London with others I throng'd, 
Nor knew well what J was purſuing. 


But, good lack-a-day, what a din ! | 
I I croud ſcarcely could buſtle ; 
In every I was in, 


To paſs the folks I had a tuſtle. 


II. 


But what I did moſtly admire, 

Was the buſy air each creature ; 

Which ſeem'd ſo their thoughts'to inſpire, 
Dull care was impreſt in each feature. 

In higheſt and loweſt depree, 
.Odzookers, in every ſtation 

They all politicians would be, 

And govern and ſettle the nation. 


III. 


I found it a folly to roam, 
Such hurry and buſtle was teazing: 
The joys I had taſted at home, 

A thouſand times ſure were more pleaſing. 

So back to our hamlet I came, 

And ent' red in Hymen's ſoft fetters, - 
With Dolly, my fond loving dame, 

And left care and ſtriſe to my betters. 

8 9 REC I 
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RECITATIVE. 
STREPHON. 


Alexis, hear you that ; I hope your mind, 
Is not to roving now ſo much inclin'd x 
As heretofore, 


MERRYFIELD. 


What, nephew, would'ſ thou be 
A Fool ? | " 


ALEXIS. 
No; but the world I'd gladly ſee, 
MERRYFIELD. 


And when you've ſeen it, you'll like me repent, 
Come, take a wife, and be at home content. 


ALEXIS. 
Twill never do, confinement I deteſt, 
| STREPHON.. 
You would not ſay ſo, if Love fir'd your breaſt. 


AIR III. 
When by the fair 


| You vanquith'd are, : 
You'll change like me your notion JM 
{ 4 O 


Y —» —w 4 7 
. A. 
— : 2 


Vou by and by | : 
Will and ſigh, 7 
And be at devotion. | 4 
We proudly _ F 
And boaſt our Aur 4 . ; 
Love ſhews that Fate 4Y 
To bleſs our ſex decreed em. | 


W 


p o 4 . 4 

* 

* * 
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en 
A VALE. 

Enter Florida and Chloris. 

RECITATIVE. 


CHLORIS. 


Say, Florida, why grown ſo filent now ? 

Why hangs that gloomy cloud upon thy brow ? 

 Thyſelf and friends in health, thy flocks increaſe, 
Then ſay, what evil can diſturb thy peace? 


FLORIDA. 


In pity, Chloris, ah, forbear to wreſt, 
The fatal ſecret from my hapleſs breaſt ; 
Deſtroy not the ſole comfort I can own, 
That all my little follies are unknown. 


ATR. Iv... 


| — . | 
When ſetting Phoebus leaves the ſky, 
To ſome ſequeſter d ſhade I fly; _ 
9 There 


There, to the ſilent groves cis: W 

What elſewhere I ſhould bluſh to name: 
Kind Echo, ev'ry vale along, 

Gives back the burthen of my ſong 

And birds attune their woe- = by 

To ſuit the griefs of Florida. | 


* 


4 
11. 


There, free from ew ' ry curious eye, 

My breaft can heave the fmother'd fh; 

Relic from each — — 

eyes ean th' im 'd tear; 

The day fall, the wind that blows, 
Will neter unfold my tender woes; L 
| And, ah, I find tis ſome relief, 

To give a looſe to boundleſs grief. 


RECITATIVE, 
CHLORIS. | 


Enough Pre heard, tog ſure to gueſs 8 
ve has caus'd this tumult in thy breaft ; * 
Then freely tell me all, nor bluſh, that he 
Who conquers worlds ſhould triumph over thee: 
And, ſure I am, the chief among the ſwains, 


With joy: and pride might wear the pleaſing 
F L 0 R 1 D 


Ah me! 3 
Strephon, alas! has ſtole my fooliſh heart; 
5 — kbar Not 


_— 


| 
| 
i 
[ 
| 
[ 
| 


— 
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Not baſely ſtole it, for no arts he us d, 
Nor &er my eaſy confidence abus d; 


| e- methinks, ou never harbour there 


** 


AIR V. 


CHLORIS. 


Fie, Florida, fie, all ſuch a deſpiſe, | 
Nor think you can read the men's thoughts i in 
e 
Their words ad wer look ar both meant to 
| deceive, | 
For they look and they talk as they'd have you 


believe, 


\., FLORIDA _ 
Tho' Strephon yet never his paſſion expreſt, 


Vet oft' by ſuppreſſing a ſigh in his breaſt, 


I know that he loves, and I know him  fincere, 


For Love, when tis real, _ with * 


CHLORIS, 


Oli I fooliſhly thought ſo, and languiſh'd ke 
ou, 

Too apt to believe, what I wiſh'd to be true; 

Deceiv'd o'er and o er, all the comfort I find, 


Is ee een Villains in kind. 
FLORIDA, 


* 
1 


. 9 


| FLORIDA. 
When ſoon the dear youth ſhall his meaning 


lain, 


How amply the joy will compenlate the pain ; 


| DUET. 
And may this be the maxim I ever IE 
Ne'er to think he is falſe, till he to be true, 


C HLORIS. 


And may this be the maxim I ever purſue, 
Still to think they are falſe, "Hull I prove they 
xe true. | 


e SCENE 


a 
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SCENE II. 
J - ww. coats A > 
Enter Strephon folus. 
AIR VI. 
I. 
Oh, where ſhall I wander, how can I reveal, 
How conquer my ſhame, or my paſſion conceal ? 
'Tho' ſhe's not to blame, yet unhappy I prove 
The jealouſies, fears, and the tortures of love. 
My proud heart to ſubdue, in vain has each maid 
The various allurements of beauty diſplay'd ; 


Still blithſome and free have I travers'd the plain, 
Nor found in their ſmiles either pleaſure or pain. 


11. 


But now all the charms of indiff'rence are o'er, 
Quite vanquiſh'd by Love, Icantriumph no more; 


But penſive and ſad I ſteal forth to the grove, 


While the flocks on the mountains neglectedly 
rove. | | 


But 
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But why thus delay to unboſom my grief, 
Where only my anguiſh can hope for relief; 
And ah, would my 5: lorida ſmile, I foreſee 

Such ſweets in her W twere * to be free. 


Enter Alexis and Merryfield from behind a Shade. 


RECITATIVE. 


AWTIONT. * 
ALEXIS. — 


Who's this, chat here, when N ature looks fo gay, a 

Thus fondly tunes his ſad. impaſſion' d lay ? 

What! Strephon! is 1t you? 7 2 what ſtrange 

We ſpell has wrought this wond'rous 
change ; 

Far 3 your leifure wont t employ 

Replete wy nought but jollity and joy. 


s rR ETON. 


My joys are gone, all * is Oer, 
To merry ſtrains I tune my voice no more; 
Nor e'er again be blythe; till I obtain 


My ſoul's beſt hopes; ings now its gcc 


pain, 
| AL E X18. 
Poor Strephon ! how he. looks ! Wha all your 


der not been, able to elude the dart ; ""p | 
C2 Bu 
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But come, reſiſt in time the growing flame, 
And take advice, that from no novice came. 


wy VIL 


| | 1. 
Ve am'rous youths, * fondl may frog, 
Where Love fantaſtic holds his reign ; 
Attend the bard who points the way, 
To taſte the ſweets unmix'd with pain ; 
Not ſuch yain pre of here I ſing 
As in the fields qc 4-480 
But reaſon to your aid I 
And truths that from experience tow, 


11. 


. When beauty, i in its ſhort · liv d es 
Attracts at firſt the wond'ring eye, 
A ſudden joy the boſom watms, 
Delighted, yet we know not why, 
Our choughn too fondly =agk to reſt, 
il On what we inſtant ovgh t to ſhun, 
= We fancy charms they ne'er poſſeſt, 
| Believe em, pauſe, and are undone. 


111. 


GD Tho! ev'ry grace thy form adorn, | 
| With ev'ry 2 charm inſpir'd, 
1 Soon ſhall the jilt thy kindneſs 3 
| By the next fool to be admir c. 
Thus 


— — — = 
— — — N — 

= _— — 
— p — —— ͤ ́ kä¼—ẽ — — 
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Thus form'd to change and to betray, 
Regard them once with reaſon's eye, 

They'll ſhew, like tulips of a day, 
The beſt unworthy of a figh. 


RECITATIVE.. 


MERRYFIELD. *. 


The times ate alter'd quite; no more the ſwain, 
That's frank and honeft, can his wiſh obtain, 
The girls once ſpoke the dictates of their hearts, 

But now to gain them, you muſt practice arts. 


AIR. VIII. 


When I went a courting, 
Oh, there was ſuch ſporting, 
The girls had no tricks for to teize you 
ir you'd aſk one, ad's life, 
If ſhe'd make 
She'd curtſey and 


2p a wife, 
ay, If it pleaſe you, 


But now they're ſuch ſtuff, 
It is not enough | 
For a man to be honeſt and civil ; 
Whoe'er would ſucceed - 
With the wenches, has need 
To flatter and lie like the devil. 


Enter 
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Enter Chloris, 
RECITATIVE, 
CHHORIS, 


Say, my good ſhepherds, have you ſeen to day 
A lambkin that has ftray'd from Florida? 


„S TREPHO N. 


From Florida? No ſuch I yet have ſeen, 

But inſtantly will ſearch around the green. 
And pray inform me where her flocks. do roam, 
That I may bring the little wand'rer home, u l 


ALEXIS. 


So you'll go hunt it? Poor unhappy ſwain! 
I now perceive the ſource of all your pain. 
Nay, ne' er diſown it; I'm experienc'd grown, 
And judge of your obedience by my own, 


AIR IX. 


5 
When firſt by pow'rful Love ſubdu'd, 
The jilt Amanda I purſu'd "4 Af 
And told my filly tale ; 
Like other ſwains by Venus led. 
I figh'd, and hung my ſimple head, 
Still hoping to prevail, | ; 
| Its 
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My hapleſs flocks were left a prey, 
While I through groves and meadows ſtray, 
As ſtupid as a log; 
Or pleas'd to run whene'er ſhe bid, ; 
To fetch ſome ſtraggling lamb or kid, 
As humble as her dog. | 


111, 


When duſky eve drew on; behold, 
Twas mine her bleating flocks to fold, 
And ah, diſaſtrous tale | 

What will not ſtupid lovers do? 
To milk each night the wincing cow, 
And then bring home the pail. 


IV, 


At laſt J rous'd and view'd each ſwain, 

Who like myſelf made up her train, 
And ſnivell'd, figh'd, and {wore ; 

Enrag'd I curs'd each clownith elf, 

And yow'd I then would free myſelf, 
And be a ſlave no more. 


V. 


Now free from care as free from love, 
From fair to fair the plain I rove, 

To pleaſures ever new ; -. | 
Be thus, and they'll refign their charms 
An eaſy conqueſt to your arms; 

But fly if you purſue, ? 
| RE CI- 
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RECITATIVE. 


STREPHON, 


My flocks, til my return, I leave with you ; - 
Till then farewell—fair ſhepherdeſs, * 


MERRYFIELD. 


The boy is caught—T'll een leave them to court - 
For witneſſes, I know, but ſpoil the port, 
[ Exit. 


AIR X. 


CHLORIS. 


How now, Mr. Pert, 
Who taught you to flirt, 
And rail with that inſolent air. 
There ne'er was a youth 
Vet of honour and truth, 
But reverenc'd and valu'd the fair. 


ALEXIS. 


Sweet maid, calm your rage, 
'T'was the jilts of 1 age, 

And ſure ' tis but right to deſpiſe em. 
But whenever I find 
They're tender and kind, 

No bes more highly can prize em. 

CHLORIS. 


LOVE A INNOCENCE; | 1þ 


®  _CHLORIS, . | 
| Hands off, my good ſwain, | 
Yout arts are in vain  -/. 
I wiſh they'd a halter decreed em, 
Who permit you to toys 
And their beauties enjoy A 
And then to ſneak off with your freedom) | 


ALEXIS. 


Then fince you wont prove 
The raptures of love, 
Unleſs by a formal alliance: 
Your ſad fate you'll deplore, 
When a year or two more 
Shall ftarve you into a compliance. 


Exit. 


Chloris ſolus. 
AIR XI. 
0 f 1. | 

Since now in man's deceitful breaſt 
No more fair honour: ſtands confeſt, 
But ' tis become their hateful boaſt, 
Who moſt ſhall wrong and ruin moſt : 
Ye fair, oh ! let not Cupid's dart 
Invade your unſuſpecting heart, 
But arm yourſelves with virtuous pride, 


| And foon * arrows turn aſide. 
| D ; II. 
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| — 

Heed not the flatt' ring things they ſay, 
Who court you not but to betray, 
And ſwear that in each feature "FE 

| The lilly and the bluſhing roſe; 

Alas ! when pluckt, in virtue's eye, 

| The roſes fade, the lillies die, 

> And een the wretch that wou'd betray, 
b Now throws them, like a weed, away. 


END or True FIRST ACT, 
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L OVE and IN N OCE NC E. 


A GN I /SCEN'E: I. 
Florida feated in a Bower, 


AIR XII. 


4 


A To 


ES ER Love did firſt my thought em. 
EW ploy, 
s 2c Returning 4 ill ſaw me bleſt, 
Each happy Tru. came wing'd with Joy, 
— Each night was crown'd with balmy reſt. 

But now, alas! no longer gay, 

I riſe to hail the chearful light, 
I ſ and ſigh the live-long day, 

2 — in tears the ſleepleſs night. 


W | 92 11. 


IS "tf LOVE ann — 


e — 11. 5 Deer 
Come lovely . hither haſte, 
© Sure thou haſt long perceiv'd my * 
1 fear my words I vainly waſte, 
That thou art cruel and unkind ; 


Or, if ſome maid of happier fate, - 

More favour'd lives, more lov'd than I, 
O! free me from this anxious ſtate, * 
Pronounce my fate, and let me die, 


PE & & + SF 


Enter Strephon. 
KB/C1 TA FIN 


$TREPHON. , 


Hail, beauteous Florida, to whoſe 50 weet lay, 
The birds, attentive, liſt on ev'ry ſpray, 

A ſhepherdeſs, who late the valley croſt, 
Inform'd me you a fav'rite lamb had loſt ; 

Since el. I've ſearch d each , on the * 
plwGKhlain, 

To find the rover out, but all m vain. 


ex 


"FLORIDA 


ſhepherd, 1 am atly bound, 
ra laſt, wat run-away is Sund; oP 


And pray inform me by what means 1 may, 
Your kind, your friendly lervices repay. 


AI R. 
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AIR XIII. 


S8 TINEYVHON . 


Beauteous maid, in kind compaſſion, 
To a ſhepherd's ſuit attend, 


Who, while he reveals his paſſion,” 
Trertibles, left he ſhould offend. 

| Ever fearful to diſcover, ' 

Still T've ſtrove to hide my ta 
not then a tim*rous lover, 

For ſome bold preſuming ſwain, | 


| "FLORIDA. 
Gentle Strephon, ſuch a lover, 
Sure cou'd never figh in vain, 


In my eyes you may diſcover 
8 "What my tongue dares not explain, 


Tho the prudiſh nymphs may blame me, 


I, with pleaſure, own your pow'r, 
Thy perfe&tions overcame me, 

Lang I ſought this happy hour. 
But when join'd in dear alliance, 
Strephon ſhall his bride poſſeſs; 

Let not then this frank compliance, 
Make him prize her charms the leſs. 
[Exit. 


1 


* 
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Enter Alexis ſolus. 
RECITATIVE. 


ALEXIS. 


Ah, poor Alexis, now .no longer boaſt, 

Again ay a, heart, thy liberty is loſt; 

That Chloris runs moſt ſtrangely 1 in my head, 

And I muſt have her, e' en tho po ſhould wed. 

I'll find her out; adieu, my fleecy charge, 

Far Strephon's flock muſt den be "left at 25 
xth. 


a 7 - 


Fun Chlory.., 


AIR, XV. 


So a I find, (for Pee heard all you ſaid) 
Is to be to Alexis a charge, |. | 

If marriage a tax is, ne'er think Sir to wed, 
But hve ſtill, Alexis, at lar 

Take heed, all my ſex, whether black, brown, 

i or fair, N 

How this charter you forfeit too fon; ; 

When the kn nr s in the graſs tis too late to 

are 


Wben they ve taſted the ſweet honey moon. 


SCENE 
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S E EN. 
Diſcovers Strephan and Florida beneath a Shade, 


A I R. XV I, oo 
$TREPHON., 
Ob, Love, what bliſs, what ſoft repoſe, 
| Thy influence can beſtow, 
Thou balm to all the tender Woes, 
THY im n'd breaſt can know, 
Till bleſt by thee, in vain I ſtrove, 
| To ſooth my am'rous care, 


And wander'd thro each lonely grove; 

A victim of Deſpair. 3 

| 1. 2 

My pipe, which oft' each liſt' ning maid, 
Py. as heard with filent glee, 
Denies, alas ! its tuneful aid 
Ungrateful but to me. 
But now, where'er I turn my eyes, 

Freſh joys, freſh charms I prove, 
Of Beauty ſuch the glorious prize, 

So great the pow'r of Love. 


Enter 


— 


S. 
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Enter Alexis. 
RE CIT ATI V. E. 
ALEXIS. 


So, my fair maid, you ſurely can't complain, 
Who LS loſt a lamb, have found a ſwain ; 
That Chloris too—(T fear Im in the ſnare) 

If not a ſcold, in truth ſhe's wond'rous fair. 
Oh, here ſhe comes, retire into the grove, 


Whiltt I e her in ſoft ſtrains of love. 


174 
I 


= 


Enter Chloris. 5 
oy 1 R XVI. 


ALEXIS. 


Chloris, to a ſwain afflicted. 
EKindly love's aſſiſtance lend; _ 
See Alexis ftands convicted, 
And will never more offend. 


CHLORIS.: 


Think not wil my charms Wen 
Or at once in love en . 
No; 1o wretched an o r 


Shou'd do penance for an age. 
| ALEXIS, 


LOVE axv INNOCENCE. 's5s 


ALEXIS.” 


Sure, my fake while thus I languiſh, 
Can't her grateful aid deny ; 

And by pity ſooth his anguiſh, 
Who by cruelty muſt - "Wy 


CHL 91 IS. 


Come, I'll mitigate ſentence, 
If e yaw And 


Any ſigns of true nce. 
ou e Bid may be kind. 


RECITATIVE. 
ALEXIS. 


My deareſt Chloris, author of my bliſs, 
No kindly _ your promiſe with a kiſs. 


Appear, you happy pair, come quit the grove, 
And j a in pr of Innocence * Love. 


Enter 
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Enter Strephon Florida, Shepherds and 
Shepherdeſſes. | * 
| "ATR; Nr. 
CARS. - 
Hither haſte, ye nymphs and ſwains, 
Natives of the peaceful plains ; 


And, by our — preſt, 
Dare be virtuous, dare be bleſt, 


Oh what joy, what blik refin'd, 
Still await the guiltleſs mind. 


CHLORIS, 
Shepherds in a ſuppliant ſtile, 
Seek no longer to 1 
Where's the joy when you've betray'd 
Some poor, kind, believing maid. 

CHORUS. _ 

Fly ſuch pleaſures ; guilt you'll find, 
Leaves a fatal ſting behind. 


FLORIDA 
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FLORIDA 

Maids, no longer with diſdain . 

Treat the gen'rous faithful ſwain 3 


But if you his flame approve, 
Bluſh not to avow your lovx. 


Grateful you the 7 ſhall find, 
Nor repent your being kin. . 
STREPHON, 
Think, oh think upon the joy. 
Will your ev'ry hour employ, _ 
When your liſping babes you hear 
Sweetly pratling in your ear. 


CHORUS. 


Add to this a peaceful mind, 
Guiltleſs joys and bliſs refin d. 


B:i 


'F . "BED 
Nr rr rr > 
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